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Discussion on Agenda Items 
Agenda Item No. 3 (xx) 

Subject: Consent based data sharing for non GST purposes. 

1. With the introduction of GST, as a deliberate policy direction, the GST Council 
ensured that the interface between taxpayers and the tax administration is in electronic form 
through a common portal. This has ensured complete transparency and ease of compliance. 
At the same time, it has also made available valuable data that can be used for other purposes 
for the benefit of taxpayers. 

2. One such use case is using the return filing and related data like statement of outward 
supplies, e-invoice, e-way bill etc. for making credit available to the business entities, 
especially the micro, small and medium enterprises. Various initiatives including flow based 
lending based on the invoices issued by the suppliers are in works, like Trade Receivables 
Discounting System (TReDS) under the Factoring Regulation Act. Currently, TReDS 
accesses invoices through a complex process. With access to invoice based data, the business 
flow can be radically simplified for the taxpayers. Similar other initiatives like sharing data 
through the system of Account Aggregators brought in place by Reserve Bank of India for 
consent based sharing of financial data are in pipeline.  

3. It is proposed to amend the GST Acts to allow sharing of supply data with the consent 
of the supplier and the recipient with these systems. This matter was discussed in Law 
Committee and the committee suggested that the “Amendment to be done in CGST/SGST Act 
to this effect which will incorporate due safeguards for indemnity and non-liability of 
GSTN/GST authorities (without prejudice to any action under GST law). The proposed 
amendment to ensure the provision for non-disclosure clause.” 

4. Accordingly, it is proposed to insert a following new section 158A in the GST Acts to 
allow sharing. The exact mode of obtaining consent and sharing of data will be outlined in 
rules.  

158A. Consent based sharing of information furnished by the taxable 
person.— 

(1) Notwithstanding anything contained in sections 133, 152 and 
158,  

(a) the details furnished in the return under section 39 or 
under section 44 or in application of registration under 
section 25;  

(b) the details of outward supplies furnished under section 
37, particulars uploaded on the common portal for generation 
of Invoice Reference number for preparation of invoice and for 
generation of documents under section 68; and 

(c) such other details as may be prescribed, 
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by a registered person can be shared by the common portal, subject 
to the provisions of sub-section (2), with such systems as may be 
notified by the Government on the recommendations of the Council, in 
such manner and subject to such conditions as may be prescribed. 

(2) The details and particulars referred to in sub-section (1) 
shall be shared after obtaining the consent, in such form and manner 
as may be prescribed, of the supplier, and of the recipient in cases 
pertaining to clause (b) and such cases pertaining to clause (c) of 
sub-section (1) where information shared includes identity 
information of the recipient. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in any law in force, no 
action shall lie against Government or the common portal with 
respect to any liability arising consequent to information shared 
under this section and there shall be no impact on the liability to 
pay tax on the relevant supply or as per the relevant return. 

5. Approval of Council is sought to carry out the proposed amendments in the respective 
GST Laws and also, in the meantime, consent based data sharing module may be 
implemented with appropriate safeguards provisioned through amendments in the GST 
enactments. 

 


